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Security & Crime Prevention 


The University of Chicago is located in Chicago’s Hyde Park-South 
Kenwood neighborhood where residents, police, and other city agencies 
and civic organizations have cooperated over the years to create a safe 
urban community with some of the world’s more interesting and diverse 
cultural activities. This publication contains information about services 
available at the University and in Hyde Park-South Kenwood and advice 
about how to live safely in our city. In conformity with the requirements 
of the Student-Right-to-Know and Campus Security Act, it also provides 
information on the incidence of crime on the campus during the last 
three years (see page 8). 

Information about crime in the neighborhood is published in the 
Chicago Chronicle and in the Hyde Park Herald, a community newspa¬ 
per. The Maroon, the student newspaper, publishes a crime map each 
week. There are eighteen special bulletin boards located throughout the 
campus where criminal incidents that put the community at risk are 
posted. See page 8 for their locations. 


General Security 


Access to Campus 
and Campus Buildings 

The University of Chicago is a private 
institution and its property is restricted to 
the use of students, faculty, and staff. 
Trespassers are prosecuted. Because of 
the nature of the University community 
and the activities sponsored by it, most 
academic buildings are accessible during 
normal business hours. After 5 p.m., most 
buildings are locked and accessible only 
to individuals who have been authorized 
to gain admittance. University Police or 
other staff concerned with access are 
assigned to locations where public or 
semipublic events occur. 

The hospitals, libraries, and athletic 
facilities have controlled access with 
check-in personnel who verify University 
identification or the purpose of an 
individual’s business within the facility. 


Most of the residence halls have a front 
desk that is staffed tw enty -four hours a 

day. In addition, the main entrances of 
most residence halls have security doors 
for which keys are needed. Guests must 
sign in at the front desk and are not 
allowed through the security doors until 
their host has agreed to receive them. All 
other possible exits or entries have doors 
with local alarms, and some of these 
doors also have a contact to the Univer¬ 
sity Police Department. There are exit 
^ signs by the doors. The windows on first 
floors of most of the residence halls are 
secured by stainless-steel security screens. 
Fire extinguishers are present on each 
floor of the dormitories, and smoke 
detectors are located in each room. The 
fire safety equipment is checked monthly. 

The neighborhood student apartments 
owned and operated by the University are 



rented only to registered students. 
Building foyers, which are well lighted, 
have at least one locked door to limit 
access to the apartments and an intercom 
system to provide communication 
between tenants and prospective visitors. 
Smoke detectors are in place in all 
apartments, and fire extinguishers are 
provided in common areas in accordance 
with local laws. 


Police Calls and 
White Emergency Phones 

To report a crime or suspicious activity, 
or if assistance is required, dial 123 on 
any campus phone or call 702-8181. To 
reach the city police or fire department, 
call 911 from an outside line. There are 
also 134 white emergency phones located 
across the campus and throughout the 


neighborhood- When you push the button 
inside the phone box. the phone a atom .id¬ 
eally dials the University Police dis¬ 
patcher and transmits the location of the 
phone. The dispatcher will then send a 
University Police officer to the location 
transmitted, even if the caller does not 
stay on the line. The dispatcher is in 
constant radio contact with University 
Police officers both on foot and on 
vehicular patrol and can summon city 
police, the fire department, or an ambu¬ 
lance. In an urgent situation, a University 
Police unit will respond within a few 
minutes. Police urge prompt and accurate 
reports of crimes and suspicious activi¬ 
ties. The University Police Department 
immediately informs city police of all 
serious criminal activity. 

Continued on page 8 


Important Numbers 


University Police: 1-2-3 (campus phones) 

702-8181 (regular phones) 
or push the button in a white phone box 

Chicago Police and Fire Emergencies: 911 

Mitchell Hospital Emergency Room: 702-6250 
Wyler Children’s Emergency Room: 702-6249 
Poison Control Center: 942-5969 
Student Counseling and Resource Service: 702-9800 
University Telepage: 702-6800 

:: c c react the Student Counseling and Resource Service therapist-on-call) 

University Physician-on-Call: 702-6840 
Niteline: 702-8600 (7 p.m. to 7 a.m.) 

i A iradent vounteer-operated support line and referral service for drug difficulties, 
loneliness, academic pressures, and other problems, including sexual assault) 


To provide better protection and increased service, calls received in 
the University Police Department’s Communication Center are tape- 
recorded, as are all calls received by the Chicago Police Department. 

Security concerns, suggestions, and criticisms can be relayed through 
electronic mail. The e-mail address is sauc@midway. Comments will 
be immediately forwarded to the department responsible and to the 
new standing Committee on Security and Crime Prevention in the 
Neighborhood. If electronic mail is unavailable, call or write 
Jonathan Kleinbard, Vice-President for University News and Commu¬ 
nity Affairs, Administration 502, or Stephen Gabel, Assistant to the 
Provost, Administration 2. 

You may send suggestions on how to improve this publication to the 
e-mail or other addresses above. 
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on Security & Crime Prevention 


Rudolph Nimocks, Director of the 
University Police Department, and 
Robert Mason, Executive Director 
of the South East Chicago Com¬ 
mission, discuss crime prevention. 
Nimocks has headed University 
Police since 1989 and spent thirty - 
three years with the Chicago 
Police Department, beginning as a , 
patrolman and rising to the rank of 
Deputy Superintendent. Mason has 
been with the SECC for ten years 
and was with the Chicago Police 
Department for twenty-five years, 
where he spent fifteen as a homi¬ 
cide detective specializing in 
sexual assault investigations. 



How should a newcomer to Hyde Park 
think about security on and around 
campus? 

NIMOCKS: Security is a subject that 
everyone should be aware of, in Hyde 
Park and everywhere else. You are safer 
when you are aware of your surroundings 
and understand the neighborhood. You 
have to be aware of where you are, what 
you are doing, and who is around you. 

MASON: Awareness is the key word. 
People should be aware that there is crime 
in any community and use their common 
sense. 

Are there areas that should be 
avoided? How safe is the campus? 

MASON: I don’t think you can tell 
people this area is safe and this area is 
unsafe—crime can happen any place at 
any time. We’re fortunate in this commu¬ 
nity, bounded by 47th Street to the north, 
61st Street to the south, Cottage Grove to 
the west and Lake Shore Drive to the east, 
that residents receive double police 
protection. The University Police, who 
are professionally trained police officers, 
coordinate efforts with the Chicago Police 
Department. The two agencies work 
hand-in-hand and monitor each other’s 
calls. People should be aware, particularly 
when walking, that outside this area there 
are not as many police. 



Robert Mason , Executive Director of the 


What are the most prevalent crimes in 
Hyde Park? What can I do to minimize 
the chance of becoming a victim? 

NIMOCKS: Most of the crime in this 
community has to do with property, 
particularly automobiles, but we also have 
burglaries. People should take precau¬ 
tions. Reconsider wearing expensive 
jewelry before you go out. Criminals 
won’t look at you if you don’t appear to 
have anything to take. Don’t leave 
expensive items in your automobile. We 
suggest that you buy a locking device for 
your steering wheel. At home, deadbolts 
are the most effective locks against 
burglaries. We also recommend that you 
use a timer to switch on lights at night. 

We see that crimes against persons 
happen more frequently when it’s dark, 
especially after 9 or 10 p.m. Try not to 
walk by yourself, especially down dark 
streets. We encourage people to walk with 
at least one other person. We encourage 
people to use University buses. The buses 
cover the entire neighborhood and run 
until 1 a.m. on weekdays and 2 a.m. on 
weekends. In addition. University Police 
provides late night van service for faculty, 
students, and staff between 1 and 4 a.m. 
They will pick you up and take you from 
door to door. You can use the free service 
simply by showing your University ID 
card to the driver. 



South East Chicago Commission. 


MASON: If people are out walking on 
the street, and they feel threatened 
because of a situation, or because of a 
person, they shouldn’t hesitate to use the 
white emergency phones. We certainly 
don’t want people to think, “Well maybe I 
shouldn’t bother the police.” It’s a 
problem when someone says, “Oh, I don’t 
know if I should call the police. I don’t 
know if this person is doing anything 
wrong.” If you feel there is something 
wrone. call. 


Awareness is the key word. 
People should be aware 
that there is crime in any 
community and use their 
common sense. 


NIMOCKS: If you are ever uncomfort¬ 
able for any reason, call the police at 123 
or 702-8181. There are 134 white 
emergency phones in the area located on 
thoroughfares heavily trafficked by 
pedestrians. Once you call, we take care 
of the rest. You don’t have to make the 
decision whether or not someone is doing 



something wrong. We’ll take care of that 
when we get there. The important thing is 
that we get the call. 

If I do become a victim, what’s the best 
way to respond? Should I fight back? 
What do I do afterwards? Where can I 
go for help? 

MASON: I would never encourage 
anyone to try to fight with an armed 
attacker. I think the best thing you can do 
is to cal! the police right away. So many 
arrests are a result of people using those 
white emergency phones. 

NIMOCKS: If you are victimized, you 
must evaluate the situation as it presents 
itself. If you’ve been confronted by a 
criminal, the best thing to do is to just let 
them have whatever they want. Then call 
the police as soon as you get an opportu¬ 
nity. The important thing is that you call 
without delay. People become very upset 
when they are victimized. We have the 
best chance to catch the offender if we get 
a prompt telephone call. Our response 
time is rapid, usually within two or three 
minutes and sometimes less. 

Also, try to note what the assailant 
looks like. Try to remember anything that 
sticks in your mind about their physical 
appearance, like scars and marks and their 
clothing. If they had an automobile, note 
the license number, the color of the car, 
and direction of flight. 

The thing I want to stress is to call the 
police right away. There’s nothing more 
effective than a police department and 
citizenry working together. (Editor's 
note: see page 3 “For Your Safety: What 
You Can Do” for more helpful hints.) 

MASON: The SECC has a witness 
assistance program and we encourage 
people to use our services. We have 
trained people available to escort people 
to court when necessary and to police 
stations for follow-up investigations. 

They can answer any questions you have 
on the criminal justice system and police 
procedure, as well as provide transporta¬ 
tion to court. The SECC will follow the 
case through the courts for the victim. 
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For Your Safety: What You Can Do 


Walking, Jogging, Biking 


When walking: 

• Try to use major streets that have 
heavy traffic and to be aware of your 
surroundings. 

• Use discretion when talking or 
walking with strangers. Never accept a 
ride from a stranger or help from some¬ 
one who offers to carry your packages or 
help you into your house or apartment. 

• In the evening, avoid walking alone. 
Ride the University bus or walk with 
friends. As in any city, don’t walk 
through neighborhoods with which you 
are unfamiliar. Go in a car or take a taxi. 
Avoid parks, alleys, and vacant lots. Stay 
near street lights. 

• If you think you are being followed, 
cross the street, change directions, or find 
a public place where others are present. 
Do not relax when a suspicious-looking 


person approaches and passes by; a 
mugger may turn quickly to attack from 
behind. Remember that you can call 
University Police from a white phone to 
report any threatening incidents or 
unusual behavior. University Police 
officers will quickly and courteously 
check out the situation. 

• Exercise caution when walking up 
to a car whose driver asks for directions. 
Direct a lost driver from a comfortable 
distance, even if it means shouting 

a little. 

When jogging or biking: 

, • Jogging or biking along the lakefront 
should be done during the daytime, in 
groups, and with caution. 

• Jogging along the Midway should 
be done only during the daytime. 





Use “horseshoe” locks to secure bicycle frames and detachable front wheels to 
racks and not to small trees , signposts , or anything weaker than the lock itself 


Here are some other pointers: 


In your room, 
apartment, or house: 

• Always have your keys ready. 
Proceed promptly through your locked 
outer door and secure it behind you. Be 
alert for strangers in the vestibule and 
halls. If you see suspicious activity, don’t 
hesitate to knock on a neighbor’s door or 
call University Police. 

• If you live in an apartment the 
landlord is legally required to provide 
adequate lighting in hallways. 

• The landlord of a private apartment 
building is required by law to provide 
deadbolt locks on dwelling unit entrance 
doors. Window locks are required in 
some situations. For further information 
call the South East Chicago Commis¬ 
sion at 324-6926. 

• Your home should be secured with 
good lighting and effective locks— 
deadbolts where possible, and locks on 
windows and sliding glass doors. Con¬ 
sider a good lock on your bedroom door 
and a phone in your room. If you return 
home after dark, use an automatic timer 
so a light will be on when you get home, 
or leave a light or radio on before you 
leave in the morning. 

Personal possessions: 

• Keep your doors locked, whether you 
are at home or away. Don’t admit 
strangers to your building, apartment, or 
room. Locks on exterior doors should be 
functional and jimmy-proof. Report or 
repair faulty devices, such as damaged 
screens, malfunctioning locks, broken 
windows, doors that don’t close properly, 
faulty alarms, and lights that are out. 

• Always lock your bike or automobile 
securely. A chain or cable will not 
provide sufficient security for your 
bike—use a ’’horseshoe** lock. Register 
your bike with University Police: they 
will provide you with numbered identifi¬ 
cation stickers and put them on record 
with the Chicago Police Department. 

• Never leave your belongings unat¬ 
tended in public places such as the 
librar.. athletic facilities, playing fields, 
and restaurants. Be especially careful 
with v% ailets. purses, and backpacks. Lock 
vour desk drawers, lockers, and office 


doors when you are away, for however 
short a period of time. 

In elevators: 

• Stay at the front of the elevator, near 
the side control panel. If someone who 
seems suspicious to you gets on, push 
other buttons so that the elevator will stop 
at all floors. If someone suspicious is 
already on the elevator, wait for the next 
one. 

In automobiles: 

• Lock all car doors when entering and 
leaving. Have your keys ready as you 
approach, and check to be sure no one is 
crouched beside the car. Be wary of 
someone loitering near a car next to yours. 
Before getting in, check front and back 
seats. Make sure your car’s dome light is 
operating. Keep purses and packages out 
of view—under the seat or in the trunk. 

• If a car bumps you from behind at any 
time, be careful. Stay in your car, and wait 
for the other person to get out of his or her 
car. If you sense any suspicious behavior, 
drive off—blowing the horn and flashing 
your lights. Report such incidents to the 
police immediately. 

• Carjackings are a growing problem 
in America. Hyde Park-South Kenwood is 
no exception. Keep windows rolled up 
and doors locked when you are in your 
car. Have your keys in your hand and 
enter and exit your car quickly. Avoid 
parking in dark, secluded areas, or 
locations where people are loitering close 
to your parking space. 

On the street: 

• Arrange purses, books, and packages 
so that you always have one hand free. 
Have your keys out and in your hand, 
ready to use, when approaching home or 
car. Carrying the keys between your 
fingers makes you appear and feel even 
more alert. 

• Walk on the outside of the sidewalk, 
away from building doorways or alley- 
ways where people can hide. 

• Robbers sometimes prey on people 
using Automated Teller Machines 
(ATMs). If you use an ATM, select one 
located in a busy, well-lighted location. If 


possible, have a friend accompany you, 
especially after dark. Be aware of your 
surroundings and if you suspect you are 
being watched or followed, use one of the 
white emergency phones or call 702-8181 
or 911 from any phone. 

If approached: 

• Blow your whistle. (See Whistlestop. 

page 8. 

• Be aware of your personal ”space.~ 

Attackers often “test” potential victims by 
judging how they react—passively or 
assertively—when their area of comfort¬ 
able space is invaded. 

• Act alert and confident in public— 
walk briskly with your head up. 

• Avoid conversations with strangers. If 
you feel you have to answer, do so simply 
but firmly. 

• Be cautious of pedestrians asking you 
for directions while you are in your car. 
Keep your doors locked and windows up. 

• Avoid being maneuvered into 
alleyways, doorways, or cars. Keep 
moving toward your destination and don’t 
get so involved in listening to someone 
that you aren’t aware of what he or she is 
doing. 

• If someone appears to be taking too 
great an interest in you, seems to be 
following you, or if you just feel nervous 
about anyone for any reason, don’t tell 
yourself it’s only your imagination— 
Take Action. Change directions, cross 
the street, use the white emergency 
phones if possible, and move toward a 
place of greater safety: people, stores, 
traffic, lighted areas. 

• Always keep your eye on someone 
who is close enough to grab you. If he or 
she bothers you or tries to prevent you 
from leaving, make eye contact and say 
“Leave Me Alone” or “Go Away” in a 
loud, controlled voice. Be firm about 
what you want, and be as public as you 
can. Attract attention: if necessary, move 
into the street, knock things over, or grab 
onto a bystander and don’t let go. Yell 
“Fire!” 

• Don't wait to be grabbed. If someone 
starts to make a fast move toward you, 
start yelling. Throw your books or 
packages into his or her face and RUN. 


• If someone grabs you and you decide 
to fight back, you must calculate your 
chances for survival. Is there someone 
nearby? Will passersby notice? Will 
someone hear you scream? 

• Call the University Police from a 
white emergency phone to report any 
threatening incidents or unusual 
behavior. 

For information regarding sexual 
assault, please see pages 6 and 

In Hyde Park: 

• Know your neighborhood. Be 

familiar with people and activities on the 
routes you take daily—to and from work, 
school, and shopping. 

• Learn an alternate route in case your 
regular mode of transportation is not 
available, or if you think you are being 
followed. Know your neighbors; be aware 
of who’s a neighbor and who’s a stranger. 

• If you wish to help truly needy 
people, contribute to the Interfaith 
Council Hunger Project that sponsors the 
Community Food Pantry that distributes 
emergency groceries to needy people on 
Saturday mornings, and also sponsors the 
Open Kitchen, serving hot meals to needy 
people each weekday at noon. 

• According to local community 
organizations, by giving money to 
panhandlers you are helping to feed their 
bad habits, usually alcohol or substance 
abuse. Do not give money to panhandlers. 

To contribute to the worthy causes 
mentioned above, send a check or money 
order to the Hyde Park-Kenwood Inter¬ 
faith Council Hunger Project at: 1458 
East 53rd Street, Chicago, IL 60615. For 
additional information or to volunteer 
your services, call 363-1620. 

Remember—Calling the police immedi¬ 
ately is the best strategy for preventing 
crime and apprehending offenders. 

To report a crime or suspicious activ¬ 
ity, or if assistance is required, dial 123 
on any campus phone, or call 702-8181 
or 911 from an outside line. 
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Where to find help 



University Police 

The University of Chicago has a profes¬ 
sionally trained police department that 
operates twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week, on the campus and through¬ 
out the Hyde Park-South Kenwood 
neighborhood. Officers are armed and 
fully empowered to make arrests in 
accordance with the requirements of the 
Illinois Law Enforcement Officers 
Training Board and consistent with 
Illinois state statutes. Operational bound¬ 
aries for the Department are from 47th 
Street to 61st Street, and from Cottage 
Grove Avenue to Lake Shore Drive. The 
Department maintains a close working 
relationship with the City of Chicago 
Police Department by monitoring their 
radio calls. 

At the same time, the University Police 
Department provides the Chicago Police 
with radios to enable them to monitor 
University Police calls. The University 
Police Department headquarters is located 
at 5555 South Ellis Avenue, 702-8190 
(non-emergency). 

Deans-on-Call 

A representative of the Office of the Dean 
of Students is available twenty-four hours 
a day to assist students in case of an 
emergency. The Dean-on-Call may be 
reached at any time by calling University 
Police (123 from campus phones or 702- 
8181). 

Anytime a student is involved in a 
serious or potentially traumatic incident, 
the Dean-on-Call is notified by the 
University Police. The Dean-on-Call will 
contact the student or will go to the 
emergency room to offer help. He or she 
will support the student by trying to 
inform, comfort, and assist the student in 
any way possible. The Deans-on-Call 
receive training in how to respond to 
emergency situations, and they are kept 
informed about services available to 
students through the various offices on 
campus. The Deans-on-Call meet on a 
regular basis to review their response to 
crisis situations. Area Deans of Students 
are notified about incidents involving 
their students. 

South East Chicago 
Commission (SECC) 

The SECC provides counsel and informa¬ 
tion without charge to victims and 
witnesses in all phases of the criminal 
justice system. The Commission can be 
reached by calling 324-6926 during the 
day, or through the University Police at 
night. 

Committee on Crime 
Prevention on Campus 
and in the Neighborhood 

The Committee on Crime Prevention on 
Campus and in the Neighborhood was 
established in 1992 to advise the President 


There are several means of transportation 
between Hyde Park and the Loop 
i Chicago's downtown area). For detailed 
information about bus and train sched¬ 
ules . call 836-7000. 

Trains: Metra (formerly Illinois Central) 
runs between Hyde Park and the Loop 
daily. The southbound trains from 
Randolph Street operate from 5:15 a.m. to 
12:50 a.m. Monday through Saturday, and 


of the University on matters related to the 
following: levels of policing and the 
performance of police agencies; Univer¬ 
sity transportation systems; campus and 
neighborhood lighting; location of 
emergency telephone and other similar 
communication systems; victim and 
witness assistance programs; security 
orientation for students, faculty, and staff; 
crime notification programs; and other 
issues that may have some impact on the 
safety and security of the persons and 
property of members of the University 
Community. Professor Robert J. 

Sampson, Department of Sociology and 
the College, chairs the standing commit¬ 
tee and can be reached at 702-3637. Kelly 
213. 

Questions and Complaints 

Questions and complaints about the 
operations of the University Police should 
be directed to the Watch Commander or 
supervisor on duty by calling the dis¬ 
patcher at 123 from campus phones or 
702-8181. During business hours, calls 
may also be directed to the Director or to 
an Assistant Director at 702-8190. Formal 
complaints may be filed against a member 
of the Department by any of the above 
means or through contacting the Commit¬ 
tee on University Security. Complaints 
may also be initiated by contacting the 
Office of the Dean of Students in the 
University or a member of the Dean-on- 
Call staff. 

Complaints will be assigned to a 
University Police Department supervisor 
for investigation. The investigation 
process includes formal interviews of all 
parties. Once the investigation has been 
concluded, the complainant(s) will 
receive a written response from the 
Director of the Department explaining the 


from 5:30 a.m. to 12:50 a.m. on Sundays. 
There are Hyde Park stops at 47th, 53rd, 
57th. and 59th streets. 

The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) 
elevated *‘L*' trains are the least safe 
means of public transportation. University 
Police do not patrol near CTA elevated 
train stations. If you must use the elevated 
trains, the Lake Street/Dan Ryan route is 
preferable. Get off at 55th Street and the 
Dan Ryan Expressway and take the 55th 


findings and any actions taken by the 
Department as a result of the complaints. 
The investigator’s report is submitted to 
the Committee on University Security. 

University Police are required to 
complete a Contact Card after any 
investigative contact with a citizen. The 
cards specify name, address, phone 
number, and a description of the person 
questioned; the date, time, and location; 
whether or not a weapons frisk was 
conducted; name(s) of those with the 
person when questioned; reason for the 
contact; disposition; and the name(s) of 
the officer(s) involved. Any student, 
faculty, or staff member stopped and 
questioned for investigative reasons may 
review his or her Contact Card, as long as 
it remains on file, by requesting to speak 
with a supervisor at the University Police 
facility at 5555 South Ellis Avenue during 
business hours. 

Committee on 
University Security 

The Committee on University Security 
was established in 1986 to evaluate 
complaints brought against University 
Police, to review the actions of the 
Department in handling such complaints, 
and, when necessary, to make recommen¬ 
dations to the President regarding the 
Department’s policies and procedures. If 
you wish to bring a concern to the 
attention of the Committee, you should 
contact the Committee on University 
Security, c/o the Law School, at 702- 
9494. 

Alcohol and Other Drugs 

The University of Chicago recognizes 
both alcohol and drug abuse as potential 
health, safety, and security problems. The 
University expects everyone to assist in 
maintaining a University environment 


Street bus (#55 Garfield) to Hyde Park. 
Don’t walk through Washington Park. 

Buses: The #6 bus (Jeffery Express) 
originates at Michigan Avenue and South 
Water Street, stops along State Street, 
continues down Lake Shore Drive, and 
stops again along Hyde Park Boulevard 
and Stony Island Avenue. The first bus 
from Hyde Park leaves at 5:02 a.m. 
Monday through Friday and at 7:03 a.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. The last bus from 
the Loop leaves at 10:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and at 7:15 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. 


free from the effects of alcohol and other 
drugs. 

Beginning in the 1992-93 academic 
year, the University has received funding 
to develop and implement a campuswide 
program to foster informed, responsible 
decision-making about the use of alcohol 
and other drugs. Staff, faculty, or students 
who are interested in learning more about 
this endeavor should contact Doug 
Culbert, Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Prevention Team (ADAPT), 702-3784. 

In general, students, staff, or faculty 
members who believe they may have an 
alcohol or drug problem are encouraged 
to seek assistance through resources 
available at the University. Students 
should call the Student Counseling and 
Resource Service (702-9800), their area 
Dean of Students, or the Office of the 
Dean of Students in the University 
(702-7770). Faculty and staff can call 
Perspectives: Faculty/Staff Assistance 
Program (see page 7), their personal 
physicians, or contact the University 
Health Service. Such contacts will be kept 
confidential except as required by law or 
the immediate health, safety, or security 
of the individual or others. 

The University’s policies in regard to 
alcohol and other drugs are explicit 
(see the insert “University Policies on 
Drugs and Alcohol”). The University 
prohibits all students and employees 
from the unlawful manufacture, 
possession, use, distribution, sale, or 
purchase of alcohol and illicit drugs on 
University premises or as part of any 
University activity, and from working 
under the influence of alcohol or illicit 
drugs. 

Students should read the Student 
Information Manual , pages 32-34, for 
more information. 


If you are taking public transportation 
home at night, check the last running 
times and the stations where you will be 
left. Avoid isolated bus or train stops and 
times when few other people are around. 

In the evenings, try to link up with 
University buses when you arrive in 
Hyde Park-South Kenwood (see page 5 
for map), or call University Police to 
arrange for late night van service (after 
1 a.m. Thursday through Sunday or 
after 2 a.m. Friday and Saturday) or 
emergency umbrella coverage, if 
necessary. 


City Transportation 

Outside Hyde Park-South Kenwood: 
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For emergency assistance, dial 123 on any campus phone, or call 702-8181 or 911 from an outside line. 



Campus Transportation 


Around Campus 

For the following senices you must have 
a alid University identification card. 

Free Evening Bus Service: Free evening 
bus sen ice is available to faculty, 
students, and staff seven days a week 
beginning at 6 p.m. The final run begins at 
1 a.m. Sunday through Thursday, and 2 
a.m. Friday through Saturday. The six 
routes run between main points on 
campus and student residence halls. Four 
routes start and end on 57th Street near 
Regenstein Library; two start and end in 


the Main Quadrangle. Drivers will stop 
on your signal. See map above. 

Late Night Van Service: From 1 to 4 
a.m. Sunday through Thursday, and 
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 
an on-call van sendee is available to 
students, faculty and staff. Call 702- 
2022 and give your precise address. 
There may be delays in pick-ups, since 
the vans are controlled by radio and 
operate on a “first-call, first-come” 
basis. Give the dispatcher a number 
where you can be reached and wait 
inside, if possible, until the van arrives. 


Umbrella Coverage: On an emergency 
basis, you can request umbrella coverage 
from the University Police Department. If 
you require this service, call the University 
Police and give your location and the 
reason for the emergency. The first 
available patrol car will be dispatched to 
accompany you to your destination. Delays 
may result because cars are involved in 
responding to incidents or other emergen¬ 
cies. 

Daytime Campus Bus Service (702- 
3988): Buses serve two routes and operate 
Monday through Friday, except on Univer¬ 


sity holidays. The East-West bus runs 
every half-hour from 7 to 9:30 a.m., and 
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. The North-South 
bus runs every half hour from 7:30 to 9 
a.m. and 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Monthly passes 
are $22; single-ride tickets are $1. Tickets 
and maps are available at the Bursar’s 
Office, Bookstore, Billings Hospital 
cashier’s office, Blaine 105, International 
House, Law School, Mott Building, and 
Reynolds Club Bookstore Branch with a 
current University ID. Drivers do not sell 
tickets. 
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Sexual Assault: Information and Resources 


What to Do If It Happens to You 

•Remain as calm as possible. Take a mental photograph of the 
attacker. Notice everything: clothes, hair, any identifying marks 
such as scars or tattoos, and the height of the person in relation to 
you. 

• Remember everything about the setting, if it is an unfamiliar 
place. Leave your own fingerprints everywhere. Hide some small 
personal item such as a button or earring-anything that can later be 
traced to you. 

• Do not bathe, douche, or change clothing prior to seeking 
emergency medical care or calling the police. It is important to 
preserve physical evidence. 

• Call the University Police or the Chicago Police Department as 
soon as possible. A student may also contact the Dean-on-Call. If 
requested, the Dean-on-Call will assist the student in notifying the 
University Police and the Chicago Police Department. 

• Obtain a medical examination as soon as possible. At the 
University of Chicago Mitchell Hospital Emergency Room, a 
Sexual Assault Survivor Advocate is available for support and 
follow-up resources. While acute, immediate post-assault treatment 
is provided in the Mitchell Emergency Room, WOMANCARE, at 
the University Health Service, offers follow-up care, including 
health care services for women who have chosen not to seek care 
immediately after an assault. 

• Seek help. Hiding a sexual assault and not getting prompt help 
can result in serious, long-term problems for someone who has been 
attacked. Remember, delayed reporting makes it harder on you and 
more difficult to find and convict the attacker. You are advised to 
file a report with the police, which does not oblige you to press 
charges or pursue legal action. In the event of a criminal prose¬ 
cution, the SECC’s Victim Assistance Program also provides a 
trained professional to assist a victim in understanding and dealing 
with the procedures of the criminal justice system. Remember that 
most rapists are repeat offenders and that the police and courts 
cannot stop them without your help. 


Disciplinary Procedures 

and Possible Sanctions within the University 

While University disciplinary procedures 
are intended to insure a fair and orderly 
hearing on possible violations of 
standards of conduct, they differ from 
legal-judicial structures, which possess 
the advantages and limitations inherent in 
adversarial proceedings in courts of law. 

In principle and in operation, the 
discipline systems of the University are 
distinct from those involved in criminal 
and civil law. 

Nonetheless, should an allegation of 
sexual assault be brought against a 
student within the University, the matter 
would be handled under the auspices of 
the Area Student Discipline Committees. 

The Student Information Manual provides 
details about this disciplinary system. In 
the event of a discipline hearing involving 
an allegation of sexual assault, the student 
bringing the allegation will have the same 
opportunity as the accused student to 
bring someone to act as an adviser. The 
student bringing the allegation will be 
informed of the outcome of the discipline 
proceeding, with the understanding that, 
under federal law, the results of the 
proceeding are intended to be confidential 
and not to be disclosed without the 
consent of the accused student or a court 
order or subpoena. Should an accused 
student be found to have committed 
sexual assault, that student is subject to 
the full range of disciplinary sanctions 
discussed in the Student Information 
Manual, up to and including expulsion. 

Should an accusation of sexual assault 
be brought against an employee within 
the University, the employee discipline 


system will be followed. The nature of the 
process to be followed may vary, 
depending upon whether an employee is a 
faculty member, non-union staff member, 
or a unionized employee covered by a 
collective bargaining agreement. An 
employee found to have committed sexual 
assault against another member of the 
University community will be subject to 
the full range of disciplinary sanctions, up 
to and including discharge from 
employment. Should an allegation of 
sexual assault be brought against an 
employee, the Office of Employee/Labor 
Relations in University Human Resources 
Management should be notified 
immediately (702-6010). 



Education, Counseling, and Resources 


The University has various programs to 
heighten awareness of rape, acquaintance 
rape, and other sex offenses. The Sexual 
Violence Prevention Resource Center has 
mounted poster campaigns on campus, 
sponsored panel discussions on sexual 
violence, and established a useful library 
on the subject. It is located in Classics 
45C (702-7200). The Peer Health 
Educators, who address fellow students 
on a variety of sensitive subjects, have 
developed and present programs on Safer 
Sex and on Acquaintance Rape. The 
Student Counseling and Resource Service 
staff has also developed a program on 
healthy relationships. Incoming 
undergraduates attend a program during 
Orientation Week. The University Police 
are also available to present programs on 
personal safety and avoiding crime. 
Campus crime statistics, published in the 
Chicago Chronicle and Maroon and 
posted on bulletin boards across campus, 
include information on alleged sex 
offenses. Moreover, in the event of a 
report of a criminal act that may put 
members of the community at risk, 
immediate notice is posted on the special 
bulletin boards. The identity of the victim 
is carefully protected. 

Among the resources available at the 
University and in the community for 
victims of sexual assault are the 
following: 

University Police 
Department 702-8181 or 123 
from any campus phone 

The University Police Department urges 
anyone—student, faculty, staff, or 


member of the community—who is a 
victim of sexual assault to call them 
immediately at 702-8181 or dial 123 from 
any University phone. University Police 
can also be summoned from any of the 
134 white emergency phones located 
throughout the community. Their 
responsibilities include the immediate 
needs of the victim—personal safety and 
prompt medical attention—and the timely 
broadcast of a description of the offender 


when appropriate. They have been trained 
to obtain only the bare essentials of what 
occurred in order to initiate the timely 
broadcast of that description. They also 
will inform victims of crime about the 
SECC’s Victim Assistance Program. 
When called by a student, the University 
Police will inform the Dean-on-Call. 
Although it is best to report sexual 
assaults immediately, victims should not 
be reluctant to make delayed reports. 


University of Chicago 
Hospitals Mitchell Emergency 
Room Medical and 
Counseling Services 702-6250 

The Mitchell Emergency Room has 
specific policies and procedures, 
approved by the state, for its staff to 
follow in treating a victim of sexual 
assault. The victim is placed in a private 
room; medical care is given as soon as 
possible; a Sexual Assault Survivor 
Advocate is called at once. Every effort is 
made to ensure privacy and to respect the 
victim’s wishes as well as provide 
accurate information about both medical 
and legal procedures. The telephone 
number is 702-6250. The Mitchell 
Emergency Room is located at 901 East 
58th Street. 

A Sexual Assault Survivor Advocate 
will offer services to a victim of sexual 
assault. The Sexual Assault Survivor 
Advocates have intensive training and 
ongoing supervision in sexual assault 
counseling and advocacy. The Advocates 
help with the interpretation of the medical 
and legal process and give emotional 
support to the victim. A Sexual Assault 
Advocate also offers follow-up care and 
referral resources. 

Office of the Dean of Students 
Dean-on-Call Program 702-8181 

A student who is a victim of sexual 
assault may call the University Police or 
the Dean-on-Call. If the University Police 
are called, they will respond at once, but 
will at the same time notify the Dean-on- 
Call who will contact the student, or will 
go to the Emergency Room to offer help. 
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Crime Notification Program 


The student may ask the Dean-on-Call to 
leave and not become further involved; 
the Dean-on-Call will respect the wishes 
of the victim. If the student agrees, the 
Dean-on-Call will also contact the student 
in the days following to offer support. 
This dean also tells the student about the 
services of the SECC’s Victim Assistance 
Program and will ensure that the full 
resources of the University, including the 
Medical Center, are at work for the 
student. 

The Dean-on-Call may be reached 
through the University Police by dialing 
123 from any campus phone or 702-8181 
and asking for the Dean-on-Call. 

The Dean of Students Office will also 
work with the Area Dean of Students and 
other University offices to make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate 
changes in academic and living 
arrangements requested by the victim 
because of the offense. 

Student Counseling and 
Resource Service 702-9800 

Also available for students is the Student 
Counseling and Resource Service, which 
is staffed by licensed clinicians who are 
available to provide confidential support, 
counseling, and resource referrals for 
victims of sexual assault. A therapist is 
always on call at 702-9800. 

South East Chicago 
Commission (SECC) Victim 
Assistance Program 324-6926 

The Victim Assistance Program, one of 
the sendees of the SECC, offers a trained 
professional to help victims of sexual 
assault understand the relevant provisions 
and procedures of the criminal justice 
system. As with all crime victims, the 
Program’s staff person will go with the 
victim at any time, if wanted, to help with 


the process or just to be present with the 
victim in the police station or in court. 

The SECC’s telephone number is 324- 
6926. 

University Health Services: 
WOMANCARE 702-0240 

Certified nurse practitioners provide 
ongoing follow-up health care and 
services, including pregnancy testing, 
counseling, and referral services; and 
sexually transmitted disease testing, 
diagnosis, and treatment. While acute, 
immediate post-assault treatment is 
provided at the Mitchell Emergency 
Room, WOMANCARE offers follow-up 
care, including health-care services for 
women who have chosen not to seek care 
immediately after an assault. If you cannot 
get a sufficiently prompt appointment, 
please contact one of the practitioners 
directly to explain your special situation 
and you will be accommodated. 

Sexual Violence Prevention 
Resource Center 702-7200 

This student-staffed service focuses on 
education and provides referral 
resources for victims of sexual violence. 

Perspectives: Faculty/Staff 

Assistance Program 

(800) 456-6327 or (708) 932-8008 

For faculty and staff employees and their 
families, Perspectives—the firm with 
which the University has contracted to 
provide Faculty/Staff Assistance Program 
services—is available to provide 
referrals for counseling and treatment not 
only for the victim of sexual assault, but 
for the family members of the victim as 
well. Perspectives counselors may be seen 
either at a location on campus or at 
one of their other offices in the 
Chicagoland area. 


The University’s Crime Notification 
Program aims to give information that 
will help you act prudently while living 
and working in Hyde Park-South 
Kenwood. The program has several 
components that complement one 
another: 

• Orientation sessions conducted by the 
University Police, and this publication. 
Common Sense. suggest ways to 
minimize your exposure to the risk of 
becoming the victim of a crime. 

• Periodic reports of aggregated data on 
crime, accompanied by analyses of risk 
factors that the data reveal, try to identify 
behaviors that expose you to undue risks. 
These two components of the program 
focus on patterns of crime and on 
generally sound advice on how to behave. 

• Security Alerts supplement these two 
components of the program by bringing to 
your attention particular incidents that 
you should know about as soon as 
possible. 

Any crime can trigger an alert, whether 
or not the victim is associated with the 
University. There are, however, some 
general policy guidelines in use for 
deciding whether an incident should be 
the subject of an alert. There are other, 
specific guidelines that govern the kinds 
of information that should and should not 
be covered in an alert. Knowing what 
those guidelines are will help you to use 
and learn from the alerts. 

Usually an incident triggers an alert 
because it is atypical. Very violent 
crimes, such as sexual assault, homicide, 
or a robbery where a weapon is used (not 
merely displayed) will normally trigger an 
alert: such incidents fortunately are not 
typical. Also rare are violent crimes on 
the main quadrangles and in classrooms 
and laboratories. 

Consequently, an incident will not 
normally trigger an alert if it is the kind of 
crime that does happen with predictable 
regularity. This is sometimes difficult to 
understand if you or an acquaintance are 
one of the real persons behind the 
statistics. 


Another factor that may trigger an alert 
is information about a specific developing 
pattern of criminal activity. Sometimes a 
single offender is responsible for a series 
of robberies that all are committed in a 
similar way, for example, by following 
the victim into a vestibule, or stopping a 
pedestrian to ask directions. The offender 
gets close before the victim is on guard. 

Finally, a crime that becomes 
immediately notorious may become the 
subject of an alert. It may seem strange 
that an alert would be distributed to 
describe an incident that people know 
about already, but the University believes 
that it is important to correct distorted 
rumors and allay the anxiety that rumors 
can create. The response to urban crime, 
particularly in a University community, 
should be reasonable and based on 
accurate information. 

Consistent with their specific purpose. 
Security Alerts contain only a brief 
description of what happened, and when 
and where the incident happened. 
Moreover, since alerts are normally 
written and posted soon after an incident 
is reported, but before police can fully 
investigate it, there may be available little 
more than summary information. 

Security Alerts never identify the 
victim by name, exact address, or 
University affiliation. Security Alerts 
never address domestic crimes or crimes 
where the victim knows the offender: if 
alerts invaded victims’ privacy, victims 
might decide not to report the crime, 
which would be counterproductive. 
Security Alerts never give a description of 
the offender, except when the description 
is so detailed and specific that it could 
lead to the identification of the offender. 

When an alert is issued, it is posted on 
eighteen specially designated bulletin 
boards around the campus. It is also 
distributed by FAX to campus offices, 
and by electronic mail both to offices and 
individuals on campus. After an alert has 
been posted for three or four working 
days, normally it is removed. This is done 
so that when a new alert appears, it will 
be more readily noticed. 


A Dean-on-Call is available twenty-four hours a day to assist students in case of 
an emergency. The Deans-on-Call are: Rochelle Wilkins , Martina Munsters , 
Susan LaFleur (pictured , left to right), and Lewis Fortner , Madeline Hamblin , 
Richard Mason, and Jean Treese (not pictured). 
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Continued from page 1 


Whistlestop 

Whistlestop is a program in which people 
in the University and Hyde Park-South 
Kenwood communities work together, 
using whistles to summon help in case of 
emergency. Carry a whistle with you, and 
if you see someone in trouble, blow the 
whistle. If you are in trouble yourself, 
blow your whistle only if it is safe for you 
to do so. If you hear a whistle, call the 
University Police number or the Chicago 
Police (911) and report where and when 
the whistle sounded. If you hear a whistle 
and are on the street and calling the police 
is not feasible, blow your whistle, keep 
blowing and head toward the whistle you 
heard. Whistles and information are 
available at the Reynolds Club Bookstore 
Branch, the University Police Depart¬ 
ment, and the Hyde Park-Kenwood 
Community Conference (288-8343). 
Whistles are also available from the 
following merchants: Artisans 21 Gallery, 
Anderson Ace Hardware, University Lock 
and Key-True Value Hardware, Barney’s 
Meat Market, Hyde Park Cooperative 
Society Supermarket, Hyde Park Bank 
and Trust Company, and University 
National Bank. 



Student and 
Staff Orientation 

Graduate students entering the University 
participate in orientation programs that 
include a presentation of security and 
crime prevention by a University Police 
officer. For College students, an initial 
presentation is held during Orientation 
Week in Mandel Hall. Furthermore, at the 
beginning of each academic year, every 
student receives this publication, Common 
Sense , as well as the Student Information 
Manual which contains a section on 
crime prevention and victim assistance. 

Employees also attend a presentation by 
a University Police officer during their 
orientation program and they receive the 
employee handbook, which discusses 
security. 

Special sessions on security are 
initiated during the year by the University 
Police, by Deans of Students, or at the 
request of units or individuals within or 
outside the University. 

In addition to security briefings that are 
conducted for incoming students at the 
beginning of each school year, the 
University Police has a full-time Crime 
Prevention Officer who conducts meet¬ 
ings for that purpose throughout the 
campus, including the Medical Center, 
and in the Hyde Park-South Kenwood 
surrounding community. The South East 
Chicago Commission (SECC) arranges 
similar sessions throughout the Hyde 
Park-South Kenwood community during 
the year. 


This brochure was prepared by the 
University Police Department and the 
Office of the Dean of Students in the 
University . 



Crime Statistics for the Campus 

The statistics below represent crimes occurring in Hyde Park-South Kenwood only 
on University-owned property used for University or University-related purposes 
and the property of fraternities affiliated with the University during the last three 
calendar years. In addition to these statistics, published to conform with the federal 
Student-Right-to-Know and Campus Security Act, the reports of incidents of crime 
that occur between 47th and 61st streets from Cottage Grove Avenue to Lake 
Michigan are gathered by the South East Chicago Commission and other agencies. 
They are published weekly in the Hyde Park Herald , a community newspaper, and 
quarterly in the Chicago Chronicle . In addition, the Chicago Chronicle publishes 
descriptions of crime patterns whenever they occur. The Maroon , the student 
newspaper, publishes a crime map once a week. The University has established 
eighteen bulletin boards on campus where descriptions are posted of incidents that 
are thought to place members of the community at risk. Such alerts also are issued 
campuswide on e-mail and distributed to most departments and buildings by 


facsimile (see page 7). 



1990 

1991 

1992 

Homicide 

1* 

1** 

0 

Sexual Assault 

1 

1 

1 

Robbery 

11 

16 

11 

Aggravated Assault/Battery 

3 

5 

7 

Burglary 

78 

93 

88 

Theft of Motor Vehicle 

20 

15 

13 

Arrests for 

Unlawful Use of a Weapon 

1 

0 

4 

Drug Abuse Violations 

0 

1 

0 

Liquor Law Violations 

0 

0 

0 


* Police have arrested the alleged offender in the homicide of a non-University related 
individual who was shot on a parkway between 60th and 61 st streets, near Ellis and 
Ingleside avenues. 

**There have been no further developments in the assassination of Professor loan 
Culianu in the Divinity School in 1991. 


Security Bulletin Boards 


Administration 

Cobb Hall 

Hospitals 
(three boards) 

Social Service Admin. 

Law School 

Public Policy 

Mott Building 

I-House 

Harper Library 

Social Sciences 

GSB 

Reynolds Club 
Regenstein Library 
Bookstore 
Crerar Library 
Human Resources 


5801 Ellis Avenue 
5811 Ellis Avenue 
Medical Center 

969 E. 60th Street 
1111E. 60th Street 
1155 E. 60th Street 
1225 E. 60th Street 
1414 E. 59th Street 
1116 E. 59th Street 
1126 E. 59th Street 
1101 E. 58th Street 
5706 University Avenue 
1100 E. 57th Street 

970 E. 58th Street 
5730 Ellis Avenue 
956 E. 58th Street 
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